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Things to Remember While on Creek Field Trip

THREE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS:

1. 

2. 

3. 

FOUR RESOURCE PROTECTION BEHAVIORS:

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

THREE THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND WHEN VISITING ANY PART
OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM:

1. 

2. 

3. 

Things to Remember While on Creek Field Trip
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Field Identification of Elephant Seals

Cow

Yearling

Weaner

Pup

Sub-adult 4

Sub-adult 3

Sub-adult 2

– heavy pink scarring
– chest sheild rises 

above eyes
– big heavy nose with

notch across top

– less scar tissue on
chest

– chest shield does 
not rise above eyes

– less of a notch

– light scarring
– while lying on 

sand, nose will 
touch ground

– wrinkles on chest

– while lying on
sand,nose will not
touch ground

– no chest shield
– definite male nose

– often seen with pup
– can see nipples 

when lying on back
– no big nose

– harbor seal size
– blonder, lighter fur
– smaller than other

adults

– not associated with
a female

– silver coat, patchy
black fur on some

– black fur
– close to a female
– wrinkly when first

born
– nursing
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Elephant Seal Overlook Observation Sheet

Place an “X” on the map below for every elephant seal you see. Try your best to
show their locations on the beach or in the water. Place an “O” if you see an
alpha male, an “X” if you see a pup.
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Lifeboat Station Observation Sheet

Place an “X” on the map below for every elephant seal you see. Try your best to
show their locations on the beach or in the water. Place an “O” if you see an
alpha male, an “X” if you see a pup.
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Female Scar Card

Use this scar card to note any characteristics of individual elephant seals that
could be used to identify this elephant seal in the future. Mark scars, shark bites,
or unusual coloration.

Right side view

Left side view

Top side view

Bottom view
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Male Scar Card

Use this scar card to note any characteristics of individual elephant seals that
could be used to identify this elephant seal in the future. Mark scars, shark bites,
or unusual coloration.

Right side view

Left side view

Top side view

Bottom view



POINT REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE

99

Field Jou
rn

a
l Sh

eet
sdepinniPfognikraMdnagniggaT

skooltitahw
:ekil

:kooloterehw :snoitavresbo

gatreppilf citsalpderoloc
gat

:snoillaes
sreppilftnorf

:slaes
neewtebgnibbew

dnihnostigid
sreppilf

dnarb aotralimis
nodesudnarb

swoc

slammamno
edisrokcab

krameyd deydriah
rebmun

rufnoerehwyna

/oidar
gatetilletas

llams
rettimsnart

,yrettabhtiw
semitemos

annetna
puskcits

otdehctatta
reppilf

ro
rodaehotdeulg

kcab

htpedemit
redrocer

etihwanites
ekil-retsalp

esab

s'laesotdeulg
kcab

AEESYLRAELCNACUOYFI REBMUN ....

rebmuN rolocgat depinnipfoepyt sierehw
gat

?detacol
tfel,thgir

dnihrotnorf
reppilf

fonoitidnoc
laudividni

,kcis,evil
derujni,daed



100

POINT REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE

Fi
el

d 
Jo

u
rn

a
l S

h
ee

t
ROLOCGAT SEICEPS NOITACOL

etihw noiLaeSainrofilaC AC,dnalsIetnemelCnaS
XM,dnalsIalytAayalP
XM,adrauGaledlegnA

laeStnahpelEnrehtroN AC,dnalsIetnemelCnaS
XM,dnalsIsordeC

XM,dnalsIotineBnaS
RO,dnalsIdnaS

AC,adroG/noemiSnaS
AC,sacnalBsardeiP

laeSrobraH AC,dnalsIasoRatnaS

wolley noiLaeSainrofilaC AC,dnalsIleugiMnaS

laeSrobraH AC,dnalsIleugiMnaS
AW,dnuoSteguP

selamef(AW,robraHs'yarG
)ylno

laeStnahpelEnrehtroN AC,dnalsIleugiMnaS
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AC,seyeRtnioP
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laeStnahpelEnrehtroN

neergkrad laeStnahpelEnrehtroN AC,oveuNoñA

noiLaeSrelletS

noiLaeSainrofilaC

neergemil noiLaeSainrofilaC AC,yaBorroM

laeSrobraH AC,yaBorroM
AC,seyeRtnioP

eulbthgil laeStnahpelEnrehtroN ocixeM

noiLaeSainrofilaC AC,yaByeretnoM
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)ylnoselam(AW,robraHs'yarG

elprup laeStnahpelEnrehtroN AC,nitraMnaSepaC

latem laeSruFnrehtroN aksalA

DNARBREBMUN noiLaeSainrofilaC AC,dnalsIleugiMnaS
AW,elttaeS

laeStnahpelEnrehtroN AC,oveuNoñA

EYDRIAH noiLaeSainrofilaC AC,dnalsIleugiMnaS
AW,elttaeS

laeStnahpelEnrehtroN AC,dnalsIleugiMnaS
AC,dnalsIsalociNnaS

AC,oveuNoñA
AC,sdnalsInollaraF

AC,seyeRtnioP

laeSruFnrehtroN AC,dnalsIleugiMnaS

Tag Colors and Locations
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